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It’s February 
 

 

We had our Office Conference in 

January and got some new 

information and recharged our 

batteries.  Now it’s time to look 

forward to another exciting year with our GWRRA friends.  The 

officer conference is the time to renew acquaintances and to learn 

what changes are coming for us in the new year.  It’s a time to 

refresh and update our knowledge and gather new tools.  

Robynn and I listened to the Chapter Directors and now will take all those different ideas and try 

to merge them into something that all (at least most) will find a piece of their request answered.  

That is not an easy task as we are learning.  So many of the ideas are really good and really 

different.  We think we understand the background that led to the ideas and suggestions and will 

address what we can in the coming months.  We will be calling each of the directors to continue 

discussions and try to come to solutions.   

A new tool was introduced.  GroupWorks will be a new communication tool for all of GWRRA 

that will help us communicate future events and post the fun we had as well as disseminate 

information to all of our members.  By the time this article is printed we hope to have all CA 

members loaded to GroupWorks.  
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The new year also brings a new look to the CA webpage.  If you haven’t been there in a while, 

please go to GWRRA-CA.org and check out the new look.  We brought the menu to the front 

page (saving one click) so it’s easy to find what you’re looking for.  We will focus on both District 

and Chapter news.  We need your help to help keep the information correct.  If you find errors, 

please notify your District Director so we can get the correction made.  

Robynn and I want to thank all the District Team which is the Officers, Staff and Chapter 

Directors for making the Officer Conference a success.  With the help of the Chapter Teams we 

got a lot done and received a lot of information to keep up the momentum supplied by our 

previous Directors Nancy and Bob Clark.  Their dedication and efforts gave us a push at the 

starting line to charge forward.  

We will be running up and down the state to visit as many chapters as we can.  Let’s all get our 

bikes out and ready for this year.  Many rides have been announced. Hope to see you out there.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ralph & Robynn French 

                             GWRRA - California District Directors 

               E-mail:  randrfrench@comcast.net 
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Let’s Make a “Share List” of Ride Opportunities 
 

As discussed at the 2019 Officer’s Conference, there are options that should be 

considered for ride planning. 

• Destinations of interest 

• Activities 

• Great eateries 

• Fantastic roads that we love to ride. 

To get the ball rolling, let’s all think outside the box for a little while, and put together a “Share List” in three 

categories. 

The first category is: “Places of Interest in your area.” These can range from a historical site, to a museum, to a 

park, to an event.  Let’s look at somewhere between 5 and 10 in your area that you are proud of (and hopefully 

the proprietor is not too proud of to charge a hefty price of admission). 

Some examples of the Places of Interest could be: 

• Old Sacramento Historic District that includes the Railroad Museum plus a walking tour of the old, 

restored buildings. 

• Calaveras Big Trees State Park for a picnic lunch under the Redwoods. 

• The Pinball Museum in Alameda – wasn’t everyone a pinball wizard in their own mind at one time in 

their lives? 

• How about a visit to the Queen Mary? 

• If you get to Santa Rosa, check out the house that Snoopy built, or at least is memorialized in. 

• And, of course, one of my favorites is the Seabee Museum in Port Hueneme. 

Probably without even having to think hard, you could come up with many more than that.  If the establishment 

has a webpage, please provide that as part of your description for everyone to get easy access to the location, 

hours and days of operation, plus the admission price. 

The second category is: “Great Eateries in your area.”  Something that keeps bringing you back to enjoy the 

place time after time. And, a little something about what makes it such a must eat at place. Something a little off 

the beaten path.  For instance, in Oakland there is L J Quinn’s Lighthouse, an original, historic lighthouse that 

was relocated and is now a restaurant and bar. Great food on the menu, peanuts in the shell to crack and drop on 

the floor in the bar that also has the full menu, and a deck to enjoy the view over the estuary looking across to 

Coast Guard Island. In Morro Bay there is Taco Temple.  Nothing great to look at, but the Mexican Food menu 

is extensive, and everything is fresh and tasty.  Swing down to the Ventura Harbor for Andria’s Seafood and 

Market but be prepared for long lines on the weekends as all the locals come out for the fabulous seafood. What 

do you have in your area that is a local place with a steep tradition of preparing their specialty in a consistently 

District Ride Coordinator – Don Kuellmer 

 

http://www.gwrra-ca.org/


 

 

 Page 4 of 12  

 

  February 2019 
Volume:  XI 

Issue:  02 

Don’t forget to check out the California District Web-site at:  www.gwrra-ca.org 

fantastic manner? A place that welcomes motorcyclists. You should have many in your area, but we are looking 

for the 5 best. And, if you have more, then they are all welcome to be added to your list. 

And, saving the best for last: – “Where are those Hidden Roads?” The roads are just too great to not ride on a 

regular basis. Some that come to mind are Tioga, Sonora, Monitor and Ebbetts Passes. But they are some of the 

longer rides.  I keep hearing about Trabuco Canyon and the Angeles Crest Highway, two that I have highlighted 

on the Spring ride. Head over to the area between Paso Robles and San Jose, and a great way to spend the day is 

the Hidden Valley – Peach Tree Road that north of 198 becomes HWY 25. Take a detour into King City for a 

great Mexican meal at El Lugarcito Restaurant before heading back to 25 for miles of great sweeping turns. If 

you have time, head into Pinnacles National Park and check out the few-mile hike into the caves. Head further 

north and you have the Avenue of the Giants.  When you describe the road, include such things as warnings about 

travel. One of our great roads out of Livermore into the central valley is Patterson Pass Road, a mainly one lane 

that is frequented by commuters from the Tracy area into the Bay Area. There is a steady stream of cars that use 

the whole road at what is usually a brisk motorcycle friendly speed heading west in the AM and east in the PM. 

Opposite traffic flow can be taken at your own risk of meeting that car on your side of the road in a turn that 

leaves you nowhere to go.  Midday and weekends are usually catering to motorcycle and some hearty bicycle 

riders and are much more fun than during the car commute.  So, let’s hear about some of the great roads in your 

neighborhood. Again, the goal is a minimum of 5 of your favorites. If you can give a map route, that would be 

the easiest for those that want to ride it. 

Now, what are we going to do with this information?  

• One is to share it with your fellow Chapter Ride Coordinators for them to have some fresh ideas about 

places to go, people to see and things to do, plus alternate ways to get there. 

• The second is to use this information for developing a District Game that will be announced at the District 

Rally in May. We want to pick and choose something from each category on every chapter’s list for the 

game, so everyone has some closer places as well as some farther places. Spread around the state, this will 

give all a fairer opportunity for everyone to compete in the game. 

 

I need the submission by March 15th. 

• Places of Interest – 5 to 10 

• Eateries – 5 or more 

• Favorite roads – 5 or more 

 

 

Let’s see what you’ve got to share! 

 

 

Until our tire tracks cross again, Ride Often, Ride Safe & Keep the rubber side down! 

 
 

Don Kuellmer, District Ride Coordinator 

E-mail:  cadrc2018@gmail.com  

(925) 487-5750 

http://www.gwrra-ca.org/
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2019 GWRRA CA-District Officers’ Conference 
 

 

This year’s edition of the California District Officers’ Conference was a very 

successful event, presented by the CA-District Team with a positive attitude. 

 

Prior to the “breakout sessions” I spoke to the group and gave a brief background of my GWRRA 

history.  That history includes 30 consecutive years as a member & holding officer positions at 

every level of the GWRRA, including:  Region “I” Director; and 5-years as Director of GWRRA’s 

Membership Enhancement.  The reason I brought this up was to show my dedication and love for 

the association. 

At that time, I brought up two topics 

1. Monthly Chapter Newsletters 

2. Monthly Area Run List (ARL) 
 

Newsletters:  I pointed out that according to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that 

each officer signs, it acknowledges that a chapter will produce a newsletter each month.  I also 

explained that the newsletter does not need to be a huge document with fancy graphics.  And I 

stated that I would be happy to help anyone with their newsletter.  (since that event several have 

contacted me) 

ARL:  I stated that when a prospective member, or a new member is added to the ARL, it is the 

responsibility of the District/Chapter Membership Enhancement Coordinator (MEC) and/or the 

District/Chapter Director to contact that person.  If we don’t, the new member is left out in the 

cold. 

At the breakout session we discussed how to deal with the ARL each month and showed that it 

isn’t that difficult to work with.  And I stated that I would be happy to help anyone with their 

monthly ARL.  (and since then several have contacted me) 

 

District Membership Enhancement Coordinator – Steve Johnson 
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So, on both topics (Newsletters & ARL) my emphasis: 

• Both are very important 

• Neither are that difficult 

• I am glad to help anyone with completion of those tasks 

 

 

Please remember that the “Monthly Chapter Newsletter”, and the “Monthly ARL” are both 

important to our GWRRA.  Neither is an impossible task.  If you want/need help – please call or 

send an email. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Steve Johnson 

CA-District’s Membership Enhancement Coordinator 

 Land Line: (760) 329-8963 

Cell Phone:  (360) 908-3900 

E-mail:  steve4beanie@msn.com  

 

http://www.gwrra-ca.org/
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Motorist Awareness 
 

 

I hope everyone made it home safety from the Officers Conference in Bakersfield, 

California and enjoyed your time with our GWRRA Family as I sure did.  It’s 

always good to meet, visit and make new friends. 

It is my hope that at the end of the conference, you walked away with a renewed outlook on the Motorist 

Awareness (MA) Program.  I put out a lot of information and was able to talk with many folks, which I really 

enjoyed. 

I would like to go over a few of the points I made during the conference for those of you that could not make it. 

The Motorist Awareness Program is a volunteer program.  That being said up front, it is my hope and desire that 

each Chapter will participate in this important program at some level.  It is my goal that each Chapter will be 

involved in personal contacts and report these contacts each month, no matter how minor.  Even a no contact, or 

no activity report is surely desired on my part. 

Personal contacts are the backbone of the Motorist Awareness Program.  Personal contacts with family, friends, 

co-workers, Church family and even strangers are really important.  This is where we share with the motoring 

public about our passion, Riding Motorcycles.  Discuss your near misses or close encounters due to someone not 

looking or distracted is critical to educating the public.  Talk about intersections, blind corners and right of way 

concerns that so many drivers choose to ignore.  The topics you can talk about are endless.  The point is to engage 

the motoring public and to educate them about motorcycles. 

Brochures are a great way to break the ice with people and share information about Motorist Awareness and 

Motorcycle/Vehicle Safety.  Hopefully, someone in the Chapter has ordered the 3 MA brochures from the 

GWRRA Home Office and is passing them out at the Chapter gathering.  If you have not had the opportunity to 

order some, simple call the Home Office at: 1-800-843-9460 and let the friendly ladies know how many you need.  

Make sure you also ask for the GWRRA brochure, Education brochure and Rescue Plus brochure.  All 6 of these 

brochures make an excellent recruiting tool and we really need to spread the word about GWRRA.  There are 

folks looking for an organization like ours and all we need to do is let them know who we are.  Don’t forget to 

include a Chapter business card.  Ordering and shipping the brochures are free and no cost to you.  By the way, 

GWRRA Home Office now has new & updated handle bar hangers so have some included in your order.  Mine 

are on the way. 

Have you scheduled a Motorist Awareness event for 2019???  If not, please consider doing so.  I urge each Chapter 

to put Motorist Awareness on your gathering and planning agenda and actively discuss this topic.  An event could 

include setting up a table, MA brochures, displaying your Chapter banner, maybe handing out free water at an 

outlet mall, shopping mall, farmers market, motorcycle showroom, Walmart or wherever there is foot traffic.  All 

Motorist Awareness Coordinator – John Cunningham 
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you need to do is get permission, date and time and you’re in business.  This past month CA-2S conducted an 

MA event at a rest stop and handed out free coffee, donuts, and water which was a Huge hit.  

 

May is National Motorcycle Awareness Month and GWRRA is participating nationally on May 11, 2019.  We 

encourage planning a Motorist Awareness event on this date if possible. 

Don’t forget about the kids. The coloring booklets and 4 packs of crayons is a good way to get the kids involved.  

Ask them to count motorcycles and this will be a reminded to their parents to Look for Motorcycles. 

I would like to remind everyone that the Chapter Director has a lot of responsibilities.  It would be very helpful 

if someone in the Chapter would assume the Motorist Awareness Coordinator staff position and help remove 

some of the load from the Chapter Director.  This individual can do a variety of tasks including ordering and 

distributing brochures, plan MA events, and maintain a supply of Save a Life–Life Savers, coloring booklets and 

crayons to name a few. We now have permission to use Motorist Awareness Coordinator in the Chapter as a staff 

position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2 pictures of the beautiful blanket are owned by Char and Cliff Simpson, Assistance Directors of Motorist 

Awareness Program.  I will have tickets available soon to purchase and more information on selling tickets if 

http://www.gwrra-ca.org/
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you’re interested.  Please pass this information on to your Chapter members.  A separate email will be sent to all 

CDs detailing more information about this beautiful quilt.  It was on display at the California Officer Conference 

and will be at our California District Rally.  

The next Chapter Motor Awareness activity report is due Saturday, February 16, 2019. An email detailing what 

Motor Awareness event/events occurred is all that I need.  If you have the Monthly Motorist Awareness Activity 

Report, that is also good.  Whichever is easiest for you.  If you have nothing to report, please put no activity and 

send the email back to me.  This is also a good time to communicate to me any questions, ideas, concerns and/or 

recommendation.  I will get back to you.  

If you are not receiving emails from me, please check your spam folder.  As a last resort, shoot me an email and 

I’ll update my contact list. 

In closing, I hope the above information has been helpful.  Please contact me if you have any questions. I’m just 

a phone call, email or text away. 

Remember, take lots of pictures of your Motor Awareness Event and send them my way.  Never can tell where 

they will show up. 

 

 

 

Safe Riding 

 

Look Twice – Save a Life 

John Cunningham 

California District Motorist Awareness Coordinator 

Cell: (559) 816-9817 

Email: cadistmac@yahoo.com 

 

  

http://www.gwrra-ca.org/
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Hello from Medic first Aid. 
 

Just a quick reminder that if your members need or desire a First-aid CPR course, please contact 

me to set a class up that fits your schedule.  Notifications of all classes scheduled will be sent out 

to all CDs.  Please let your members know when a class is available.  You should have received 

a list of your member’s Rider Ed data base that listed those who may be expiring or have expired 

in any courses.  Also, any member may take the CPR course, even if not in the levels program.  

Our Medic First Aid (MFA) course is reasonably priced at $30 per person.  If the chapter has the 

resources, it is great to pay for completely or offset the cost for each member.  This is a great way 

to pay back your members for their support for your chapter. 

 

GWRRA and MFA is here to serve our members.  Let me know how I can help in this capacity. 

 

Have a great month…and ride safe. 

 

Nancy Clark 

GWRRA CA District MFA Coordinator 

661-317-1395 
  

http://www.gwrra-ca.org/
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GWRRA – California’s District Team 
 

 

District Directors 

     Ralph & Robynn French 
          randrfrench@comcast.net  

Artist 

     Ruth Burke 
       mburke24@sbcglobal.net  

Assistant District Directors 

     Gary & Lori Mouldenhauer 
          gmoulden@comcast.net  

Couple/Individual of the Year Coordinator 

     JoAnn MacLean 
         joannmaclean@pacbell.net  

District Educator 

     Dean Stowers 
          chpwabbit@outlook.com  

Couple of the Year 

     Ralph & Robynn French 
         randrfrench@comcast.net  

District Ride Coordinator 

     Don Kuellmer 
         cadrc2018@gmail.com  

Individual of the Year 

     John Cunningham 
         caltex40@att.net  

District University Coordinator 

     Position OPEN 

 

Medic First Aid Coordinator 

     Nancy Clark 
      gwrramamabear@gmail.com  

Dist. Membership Enhancement Coordinator 

     Steve Johnson 
         steve4beanie@msn.com  

Newsletter/Bulletin Editor 

     Steve Johnson 
         steve4beanie@msn.com  

District Motorist Awareness Coordinator 

     John Cunningham 
       cadistmac@yahoo.com  

Photographer 

     Bob Clark 
      gwrramamabear@gmail.com  

District Treasurer 

     Patti O’Neill-Esposito 
          pattioneill.gwrra@gmail.com  

Rally Vendor Coordinators 

     Ken & Jan Pedder 
         kpedder@roadrunner.com  

Administrative Assistant 

     Kathy Iseri 
         iserik@msn.com  

Store Manager 

     Kevin Herrera 
          pasowinger@gmail.com  

ARC/TRC/Advanced Riding Coordinator 

     Position OPEN 

 

WEB Master 

     Mike Burke 
          webmaster@gwrra-ca.org  
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Gold Wing Road Riders’ Association 
Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge 

 

GWRRA California District 
 

District Directors: 

Ralph & Robynn French 

Manteca, California 
 

  209-305-9251  (Ralph) 

  209-679-2504  (Robynn) 
 

  E-mail:  randrfrench@comcast.net 

GWRRA’s National Programs: 

Visit us on the web at:  www.gwrra-ca.org 

 

 

Upcoming 2019 GWRRA Events 
 

 

March 16th .................. CA-1F Rally June 15th  ....................... CA-2N Rally 

April 3rd ...................... 40 to Phoenix June 22nd  ...................... CA-1L Rally 

April 6th  ..................... CA-1A Rally July 13th  ....................... CA-2J Rally 

April 7th  ..................... CA-1V Rally July 20th  ....................... CA-1S Rally 

April 24th  ................... District Ride July 20th  ....................... CA-C Rally 

April 28th  ................... CA-1Q Rally August 16th  .................. AZ/CO/NM/UT Dist. Rally 

May 5th  ...................... CA-1K Rally August 27th  .................. Wing Ding @ Nashville, TN 

May 10th  .................... CA-2S Rally October 5th  ................... CA-1M Rally 

May 23-27 .................. CA-Dist. Rally * October 12th  ................. CA-2R Rally 

                *Carson Valley Inn, Minden Nevada November 2nd  ............... CA-1C Rally (tentative) 

 

Information and Registration forms for chapter events can be found at:  http://gwrra-ca.org/chapter-rallies  

*Information for CA-District Rally can be found at:  http://gwrra-ca.org/2019-district-rally  

http://www.gwrra-ca.org/
http://www.gwrra-ca.org/
http://gwrra-ca.org/chapter-rallies
http://gwrra-ca.org/2019-district-rally

