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Welcome to the Gold Wing Road Riders Association -  

Chapter CA2K - "Wind Wings".  

Located in Fairfield, California - where riding Gold Wings and  

Eating Ice Cream are taken very seriously!!! 
 

Nestled between the vineyards of Napa to the west, Sacramento 

 to the north, Lake Tahoe to the east, and the San Francisco Bay  

area to the south, Chapter CA2K is truly Gold Wing Country. 

 

We are associated with the Gold Wing Road Riders Association,  

the world's largest single-marquee social organization for 

 owners and riders of Honda Gold Wing motorcycles.  

 

Dedicated to our motto: 

"Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge" 

GWRRA members enjoy the freedom of belonging to a non-profit,  

Non-religious and non-political organization. 

 

  

 

 

 



CA2K CHAPTER DIRECTOR½S 

BECKY & PAUL CARROLL 
 

MOVING FOREWARD!! 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

WELCOME 2017 
 

 Welcome CA-2K members, this hopes that everyone had a wonderful Holiday Season, 

with family, friends, and of course, FOOD!!  As this is my first foray into the Newsletter as 

your Chapter Director, this article will be short and sweet. 

This month, Paul, Bill, Lea, Mike, and I will be participating in the Officerôs Conference 

in Bakersfield.  For all of us, except Mike, it will be a new experience.  Paul and I were 

included last year, but as Assistant Chapter Directors, this year, we will find out what our 

District Directors will be expecting of us.  For the first time, we will not have to miss the 

January Chapter meeting since the conference will be a week earlier.  We will fill everyone in 

on the outcome of the conference at the January meeting. 

I am still working on getting all staff positions filled. I may come calling, begging, 

pleading, etc. so if you have any thoughts about working with this new group of members, we 

would love to have your help!!! 

This is all for now, I promise to get better as I get more experienced. 

 

***************************************************************************************************************************** *******  

 

 

MEET YOUR NEW  

ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORôS 

 

Bill's been a Goldwing rider since 2013, with Lea gladly 

riding on the back. They moved to Benicia from Charlotte, NC in 2014. Originally Lea is from 

the Philippines and Bill is from Illinois. 

Bill works for a bank as a project manager, and Lea is a senior home healthcare provider. 

They have a small dog named Winnie, four grown children, and four grandchildren. Lea is 

proud to be a 21 year breast cancer survivor and one of Lea's and Bill's passion is being 

involved in raising awareness for breast cancer survivorship and research for a cure. 

Bill enjoys the motorcycle rides with the club members, but mostly Lea and Bill enjoy 

the social aspects of the club. They have made many wonderful friendships in their two years in 

the club. We are proud to serve as officers in 2017 and are looking forward to a great year. 

 



 

  

y3@HMx is  a  four - letter  Word  
 

By Robert Vaughan 
One word that can raise the hackles on the neck of any rider is ñrain.ò Though no one goes 

out riding just because itôs raining, you do get stuck in the rain at times. What can you do 

to improve your riding in the rain? 

The first things you can do are done well ahead of the first few drops of rain. Much 

as you hate to think about it, selecting and purchasing a rain 

suit is some- thing that must be done. A rain- suit should 

serve two purposes. First, it should keep you dry. Second, and 

equally important, it should increase your visibility. When 

your evasive maneuverability is reduced by lack of traction, 

you want to be sure other drivers see you. 

 Maintaining all your lights also helps you to be seen 

in the rain. Of course, you keep your lights clean, but have you 

checked all your lights lately to see if  any have burned out? Do you carry any spares with 

you? Next time you take your bike in for service, why not restock any spare bulbs you 

might be missing? You should stock spare fuses as well. 

The other important part that needs maintaining ahead of time 

is your tires. Have you looked at them lately? If  any of the wear 

bands are showing, itôs time to replace the tire. One of the major causes 

of hydroplaning is worn tires. Itôs too late to check them after the rain 

starts falling. The sole purpose of the tread design is to carry off the 

water, but it canô do its job if you donôt allow enough tread depth for it 

to work with. 

Hydroplaning occurs when the tires are not in full  contact with 

the road. They ride on a thin layer of water, and some- times oil, on 

the road. Hydroplaning occurs frequently in light mist or drizzle. Proper tread depth and tire 

pressures, slowing down, and riding in the tracks of other vehicles all help reduce the chance 

of hydroplaning. The cessation of a slushing sound, or any decrease in steering or braking may 

indicate hydroplaning. If  this happens, slow down without braking and avoid any sudden 

moves. 

Plan alternate routes in case of rain. Scenic, twisty asphalt roads are a lot of fun when 

itôs dry. When the rain starts to pour, the scenery turns gray, the turns arenôt nearly as much 

MOTORCYCLE 
SAFETY 

Presented By  
Rider Educator  

Mike Ward  



fun, and the asphalt doesnôt provide the traction you really need. Itôs time to look for an 

alternate route along a duller, but straighter, concrete road. 

Once it starts raining, there are still things you can do to increase your safety, if  not 

your comfort. Pull off the road as soon as you find a place to get out of the rain. This gives 

you a dry place to put on your high- visibility rain suit, and more important, it puts you off 

the road during the most dangerous first fifteen minutes of rain. When the water first enters 

the pores of the road, it forces up the oil that has been collecting there. A few more minutes of 

rain will  wash this oil off the road. 

Though the main danger of rain is hydroplaning, increasing your following distance, 

taking curves more slowly, and in- creasing your scanning distance all help your rain riding. 

Riding in the rain may never be pleasant, but it can be safer
 

End of Season Cycle Maintenance 
 

Whether the riding season in your area lasts only four or five months, or as long as ten 

months, most of us will let our motorcycles remain unridden for a long enough period of time 

that it is best to prepare it for a season of rest. 

November typically brings weather throughout the northern tier of states that is not very 

good for motorcycling. Most parts of this great country of ours experience two or more months 

of weather that is not considered part of the riding season. The air temperature alone gets cold 

enough to cause hypothermia without adding the wind chill from sitting atop a motorcycle 

while blasting down the road at legal speeds ï even at 45 mph. And many areas will have snow 

on the ground before the month is out. Some of you may be cold-blooded enough to prolong the 

season a few extra weeks, but for most, there is a period each year when your motorcycle 

becomes a lonesome friend sitting quietly in the garage. 

Before you park it for a season of inactivity, this is a great time to get your end of season 

maintenance done. It is recommended that you change the oil and oil filter to remove 

contaminants ï dirt, deposits, acids and moisture ï that can lead to corrosion inside the engine. 

Other fluid levels should be checked for proper level. If the fluids are due for replacement based 

on miles ridden since the last change (check your manual and service history), this is a good 

time to do that and any other maintenance tasks that you may have been putting off. 

Your mechanic likely is not very busy at this time of year. He (she) would probably 

appreciate your visit, too! And you know your bike will be better for it. Then when spring 

comes next year (it is not that far off, after all!), youôll be ready to go without a visit to the 

mechanic before planning your next big ride. After you get it back from your mechanic, fill the 

gas tank and add the appropriate amount of fuel stabilizer (such as Stabil) before parking your 

Wing. Wash and wax the bike and inflate the tires. The battery should be disconnected from the 

motorcycle (negative terminal first) and trickle charged at least every 30 days, per your Gold 

Wing Ownerôs Manual. (Refer to your battery charger manual for more charging details.) Take 

good care of your Wing, and your Wing will take good care of you! 

Article presented by; Bruce & Melissa Thayer, Former MI Asst. District Rider 

Educators 

 



DISTRICT DIRECTOR½S REVIEW 
From  

CA DISTRICT DIRECTORS 

BOB & NANCY CLARK 
 

By the time you are reading this, you will have had time to work off the extra goodies 

from the holidays, enjoy your new gifts, and hopefully relax.  Some of you may have already 

started to pack away the holiday decorations.  But as you look back on the past month and year, 

we hope it was filled with many good memories of friends and family.  As for Bob & I, we had 

a great Christmas with all six of our children home with their spouses and children and Bobôs 

mother (93).  It was a full house, but wonderful to have them all under one roof at the same 

timeéit has been many years since that has happened. 

As we look forward now to the year 2017, the possibilities are endless. It is our goal that 

our GWRRA family will connect on many levels.  We want to share the FUN and ideas with 

each other.  We all enjoy riding, and of course eating, and our members have great ideas of how 

we can enjoy both with each other.  Several of our chapters share a ñfirst ride of the yearò éor 

ñlast ride of the yearò.  Weather or physical limitations sometimes prevent the 2 or 3 wheel 

participation, but there is nothing wrong with joining in on 4 (or more) wheels.  The goal is to 

have FUN with each otheréPARTICIPATE!  We want to see ALL of you out there having fun 

with us. 

The Officerôs Conference is coming January 21st at the Bakersfield Marriott Convention 

Center.  Officers are to be there, but all are invited to join in the fun and information.  Check 

with your Chapter Director as to how to register. The deadline for the GWRRA room discount 

is past, but if you still need a room, ask for the best available rate (usually senior) and they will 

accommodate you with a fair rate.  Also there is a breakfast buffet available at a greatly 

discounted rate, but you must buy the breakfast ticket when you check in.  The hotel has been 

very accommodating and welcoming to usécome join us in the FUNédonôt forget the post 

party in the Directorôs Suite on Saturday night. 

This year is already filled with many opportunities for Fun together.  If you havenôt 

already registered for the Region Rally in May at the Starr Pass in Tucson, AZ, it is available on 

line on the Region website.  Donôt wait, it is a great venue.  Wing Ding this year is in Grapevine 

TX at a spectacular resort.  California District Rally is back in Mammothécondos are filling 

up, so donôt wait too long to make your reservations (registration and information on the district 

website)éwe were given the discounted rate for the full week before and after, so you can plan 

a vacation and have even more riding time in the beautiful mountains surrounding Mammoth.  

Mixed in all year are many chapter rallies that always deliver great FUN for us as we gather 

together.  And last, donôt forget to visit local chapter gatherings.  This is where you really get to 

know our fellow memberéand pick up more great ideas for having FUN. 

Letôs make 2017 one of the best years yet.  We look forward to seeing all of you out and 

about this year. 



 
 

 



 



 



 



 



FROM YOUR EDITor  
ADVERTISERôS!!  WE CURRENTLY HAVE A GOOD GROUP OF ADVERTISERôS 

SUPPORTING OUR CHAPTER. PLEASE TRY TO SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 

SO THEY WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT US!! THEY SUPPLY US WITH RALLY 

AND OTHER PRIZES DURING THE YEAR, SO I AM 

ASKING ALL CA2K , PLEASE SUPPORT THEM ALSO.  

 I hope you enjoy our newsletter, feel free to send me anything 

you would like to see. I especially need help with pictures. I am 

also really, kinda sorta open to suggestions, but will probably 

ignore them. Also, when I use the jokes and other anomalies, I 

usually acknowledge the contributor along with the item. I want 

to thank all who contribute items for the newsletter.  Please feel 

free to contact me at 510-867-1306 or e-mail: 

paul_carroll@comcast.net.  Thanks and see you on the road!  
***************************************************************************************************** ********************  

 

It pays to play with CA-2K 
Chapter Meeting Monthly Drawings

Due to no December meeting, there was no winner this month. Each month we have 

several drawings: Chapter Pride, if you wear your GWRRA Chapter vest you will receive a 

ticket for a $10 drawing.  If you are an official member of CA2K, then your name is in a 

special attendance drawing.  If you are in attendance and your name is drawn you will receive 

at least $10.  If you were not present at the meeting, the $10 will go back in the pot for the 

following month. Next month, the total will be $10 higher. So Remember, it could be you, if 

you are at the next meeting! Hopefully we will see you there!  
***************************************************************************************************************************** *****  

 

NOVEMBER 2016, 50/50  WINNER½S  
Due to no December meeting, there was no winner this month. We hope to see you next month.  

 

wing nut RECEPIENT OF THE MONTH!! 
Well, we also have no Wing Nut recipient this month either. So that means that our 

normal crew of recipients get a reprieve and can start fresh in 2017. Look for them again next 

month.  
**************************************************************************************************************************** **  

CHAPTER STORE 

Do you need pins, flagôs, bars, shirts, vest appointments, or many other items? If you do, see 

your Chapter Store Director, Lennie Millage at the chapter meeting. He is also open to any new 

items/special orders that you may like to see or want.  You can also call at 925-766-9409 or 

email him at litnlennie@aol.com. He has lots of great stuff that he loves to sell.  
***************************************************************************************************************************** *  

mailto:litnlennie@aol.com


 

 

 

 


